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14/2/20  Teacher training day – NO school for pupils  
17/2/20 – 21/21/20 : Half term holiday 
16/3/20 – 19/3/20: Parent’s evening meetings  
6/4/20 -17/4/20 Easter holidays 
1/4/20  A celebration on the school’s work this term on ‘Wondrous Wales’ – all 
parents invited.  
20/4/20 : First day back for pupils. 
28/4/20 - 5/5/20: Welsh Gov Mathematical Reasoning Tests yr 2-6  

 
Staffing news 
The governors are pleased to announce they have recently appointed Miss. Ellie 
Jenkins to cover Mrs. Mac’s maternity leave. Miss Jenkins will begin her role in 
school on March 23rd.  
 
Helping your child at home  
Just to remind all parents that on the school website  www.rochschool.org   
Under the Parents Information Menu - Activities’ to help your child at home     there 
are a number of resources which will enable you to do just that. Currently these are 
available :  

Everyday Welsh 
Literacy and Numeracy Tips to Help Your Child 
Every day numeracy 
Reading for pleasure leaflet 
Ensure your child is using social media apps safely 
Activities for improving your child’s fine and gross motor skills 
Helping your child with reading 
Speech & Language Activities 
Personal & Social Development information for parents 
 
Questionnaire 

Please could all parental questionnaires recently sent home home with the children 

be completed and sent to school as soon as possible.  

 

Welsh TV proramme – school appearance  

You may remember that the Welsh opera singer Rhys Meirion visited school as part 
of his show ‘Corau Rhys Meirion’ . That programme will be shown on S4C on 
Thursday February 20th at 8pm.  
 

mailto:admin.roch@pembrokeshire.gov.uk
http://www.rochschool.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/11/Literacy-and-Numeracy-Tips-to-HelpYour-Child.pdf
http://www.rochschool.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/11/Reading-for-pleasure-leaflet.pdf
http://www.rochschool.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/11/Ensure-your-child-is-using-social-media-apps-safely.pdf
http://www.rochschool.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/01/SKonicaC30817012409330.pdf
http://www.rochschool.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/12/Helping-your-child-with-reading.pdf
http://www.rochschool.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/01/SKonicaC30817012409180.pdf
http://www.rochschool.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/10/Personal-Social-Development-information-for-parents.pdf
https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/p075l9p5
https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/p075l9p5


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Emily’s story 
13-year-old Emily has been a Noah’s Ark patient since she was three days old. Born with cystic fibrosis, 

she usually visits the hospital twice a year for treatment. This year though, shortly after one of her routine 

two week stays, Emily fell ill and had to return to the Noah’s Ark Children’s Hospital of Wales for 



emergency surgery. Following her operation, Emily developed an infection on her already compromised 

lungs and her condition deteriorated. 

 

But as always, Emily’s medical team were determined to get her well again and after many long distance 

calls and on specific compassionate grounds, Emily was approved as a candidate for a breakthrough drug 

from America. She was the first child in the UK to receive it and the effects, says her mum, were nothing 

short of miraculous. 

Mum, Shirley, says: “The response was immediate. Her secretions started reducing dramatically, she was 

well enough to get out of bed for the first time in months and within two weeks we were back down on 

Island ward. We are so thankful and grateful to the CF team and all the medical staff involved with 

Emily’s care during her admission for their outstanding care, expertise and commitment to aid her 

recovery.” 

While here, Emily met our therapy dog Nico several times and during her rehabilitation her physio team 

incorporated Nico in to her sessions to motivate her to walk again. Thanks to some of our brilliant 

supporters we were also able to arrange treats and visits for Emily to break up her long days. 

Emily says: “I really enjoyed meeting Nico! When he came for the first time I was really excited because I 

hadn’t seen my dog for a long time and he was the closest thing to him. After that he carried on coming to 

visit me and he would relax on my bed next to me. I also got the chance to walk him, which was very 

exciting as it was a surprise. The physio’s gave me a challenge to walk Nico because I hadn’t walked for 

many weeks and it gave me something to aim for to get stronger to be able to do it. Every time he came he 

made me smile and feel better. 

Some of the other things that I had was the glitter fairy and two flautists came to play for me. I also had my 

nails painted by one of the staff from the Noah’s Ark Charity.” 

 

 

 

 

 

What followed was a long 14 week stay on 

the paediatric intensive care unit where at 

various points Emily was ventilated because 

she was unable to breathe for herself. She 

developed infection after infection and 

eventually her lungs collapsed. At one point, 

her parents were taken aside and told to 

prepare for the worst. 

 

After 20 weeks in hospital, Emily was 

finally well enough to home last 

month and hopes to go back to school 

early in the New Year. The 

improvement in Emily feels nothing 

short of miraculous to her parents and 

those who have cared for her here at 

the hospital and it’s brilliant to see her 

smiling again 

 


